Germans, and on the other hand, there is in England no dislike
of Germany/'*

The other was from the Evening News of lyth October, 1913.
The assertion there was:

"We all acknowledge the Kaiser as a very gallant gentleman,
whose word is better than many another man's bond, a guest
whom we are always glad to welcome and sony to lose, a ruler
whose ambitions for his own people are founded on as good right
as are our own."

Of course such quotations proved nothing (except the inad-
visability of charging the Westminster with being pro-German),
and of course Spender realised that, if NorthcHiFe did not, "Let us
say in conclusion/* the Westminster wrote on 24th February, "that
we attach not the smaEest importance to all these quotations. We
have shown that the digging up of past utterances is a silly game, at
which two parties can play, and in which we have nothing to
fear." But the question (as with Dr. Johnson on a historic occasion)
was which would get tired first, and strangely enough it was
Norfhcliffe. He sent a message to Spender declaring that he had the
greatest respect for him, and couldn't they dine together and talk
the situation over? They did not dine, but Spender had little
desire to pursue a newspaper wrangle further in the middle of a
great war. He had shown by his leaders and other articles (for his
pen can be clearly detected in some of these) through that fevered
week how capable he was of hitting hard without ever failing to
hit cleanly, and it was not he who had proposed to break the battle
off. He could be well content to leave the field as it was. North-
cliffe, for his part, put the matter from his mind and cleared his
decks for whatever foray his impulses might next dictate. Spender,
rather surprisingly, seems at one point to have considered proceed-
ings against Northcliffe for libel, for on 25th February St. Loe
Strachey wrote to him from the Spectator: "My inclination is always
for taking people into Court where there is a real libel, but I expect
on the whole your legal advisers are right in saying there is nothing
actionable here.**

Spender, incidentally, obtained a verdict on the whole affair

*lt would appear from a private letter that Robert Donald, of the Dmly
Chronicle, put die Westminster on to this.